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UM TALK TO EXAMINE AMERICA’S RECONCILIATION WITH VIETNAM 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will host a roundtable discussion about the current state of 
American relations with Vietnam on Thursday, April 14.
“An American in Hanoi: America’s Reconciliation With Vietnam” will be held at 7 
p.m. in the North Urey Lecture Hall. Sponsored by the Mansfield Center and the World 
Affairs Council of Montana, the event is free and open to the public.
The event will feature Desaix Anderson, a former career diplomat who was 
instrumental in re-establishing U.S. relations with Vietnam following the war. He also is a 
member of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation advisory board.
Anderson and local Vietnam War veterans John Keefe and Philip Burgess will discuss 
their experiences in Vietnam, as well as their views regarding U.S. policy toward the southeast 
Asian country during the time of the controversial war and in the decades since.
Anderson served 35 years as a foreign service officer with the U.S. State Department. 
He was the first envoy to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam following establishment of 
diplomatic relations, serving as charge d ’affairs from August 1995, when the embassy opened, 
until 1997.
He then was named executive director of the Korean Peninsula Energy Development
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Organization -  a position he held from October 1997 until April 2001. KEDO is a nonpartisan, 
multinational organization created to help implement a 1994 agreement designed to halt North 
Korea’s development of nuclear weapons. It has played a major role in mediating relations 
between the United States and North Korea.
Anderson also will assess U.S. policy toward North Korea during a bag lunch 
presentation at noon Friday, April 15, in the Mansfield Center, located in UM’s Mansfield 
Library.
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